MEETINGS OF SOCIETIES.
MEDICO-CIIIKURGICAL SOCIETY OF EDINBURGH. SESSION LV.? MEETING VII. Wednesday, 3d May.?Dr Gillespie, President, in the Chair.
I. Dr James Carmichael showed a spleen in which were numerous miliary tuberculak deposits.
It was taken from a boy seven years of age, who died of meningitis. There were caseous deposits in the lungs, as well as small granulations on the pleura. The brain presented the usual appearances found in tubercular meningitis, with the exception that there were no small granulations on the pia mater, the whole of which, however, was intensely congested. The central space between the optic commissure in front and the pons varolii behind was completely blocked up with sero-fibrinous lymph. The corpus callosum and fornix were softened. The peritoneum and abdominal organs were healthy. II. Dr George W. Balfour exhibited?(1.) An aneurism of the aorta coming off from the ascending aorta, and rendering the valves incompetent. This aneurism consisted, first, of a sac the size of a large orange, which compressed the left bronchus, and to some extent the lung; and, secondly, of a smaller sac with somewhat thinner walls, which projected from the anterior part of the large sac, was the size of a walnut, and was adherent anteriorly to the thoracic wall in the third interspace. This patient had been several times under Dr Balfour's care, and had received great benefit from the use of iodide of potassium in full doses ; and he had brought the preparation before the Society because it confirmed in a very striking manner the views he entertained as to the mode of action of that drug.
The relief during life had consisted in a diminution and almost complete disappearance of the pulsation in the third interspace, and along with that, a simultaneous remission of all the pressure symptoms?in particular, of those affecting the lung. This With regard to their connexion with other forms of disease, he had frequently observed them existing as a complication in cases of fibrous tumour. In these cases they often gave rise to serious bleeding, which was at once stopped by their removal. In the same way they were found to exist as a complication in cases of malignant disease. He had lately had two cases in elderly females in which there was great flooding arising from the presence of mucous polypi. In the first case he found the polypus pointing through the os externum, and removed it by the ecraseur; in the second case, that of a widow, the lady, although 70 years of age, still thought she was menstruating. In both these cases the haemorrhage had been irregular, and in the first the bleeding was very profuse. She had been quite free from haemorrhage, however, since the removal of the polypus, which grew, as most of them do, from the interior of the cervix, and was of the size of a large gooseberry.
Br Underbill, in reply, stated that he had found great differences in the structure of these polypi, and many further observations were yet required to elucidate the pathological peculiarities of the different varieties.
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